
A 

 

 

 

 

  

St. Mark’s Messenger 

 June 2022 

  
October/November 2010 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 2:4 

Pentecost Sunday is June 5, 2022 



Pastor’s Letter 
Good People, 

1968 was a tumultuous year.  

Martin Luther King, Junior was assassinated.  

Bobby Kennedy was assassinated.   

My family moved from Fort Recovery to Dayton.  

I was 12 years old. Like a Star Trek crewman, I found myself 

transported from a cloistered, rural, white farming community to a 

crowded, urban, integrated metropolis. I do not recall seeing a black 

person in the flesh prior to our move. I was puzzled why Life and Time 

made such a fuss about Tommie Smith and John Carlos showing the 

raised fist on the podium after their 200-meter race at the 1968 

Summer Olympics. 

When school started that fall, I was amazed at Afro hair, perplexed by references 

to Black Power, and bewildered why referring to someone as a “boy” was met with 

snarled menace, “Who you calling boy!” The shirtless teenagers playing street 

basketball in my school yard terrified me. So did the bully shaking down a 

classmate, “Give me your lunch money and don’t give me no shit.”  

To this day I still do not know why a student punched me so hard in the face that 

my glasses went flying. I had never even met him! All I was doing was holding the 

door open for the class to come into the building at the beginning of the day. 

I had problems of my own. I was a teenager. My dad was alive one day and gone 

the next. What did it all mean? I couldn’t figure out my own life. How could I 

understand this alien culture?  

So, I read the book Black Like Me. Reading journalist John Howard Griffin’s account 

of his darkening his white skin to experience life as a black man made me conscious 

that there were two different cultures living side by side. Neither the whites nor 

the blacks were fully aware of the differences their race made upon how they 

experienced life. 

My study of history throughout my growing up years was deficient. We never 

seemed to get caught up to our current century. The school year always ran out 

first. Now days I wonder if that was deliberate. Maybe my teachers didn’t know 

how to make any more sense of this tense world than I did. 



In fact, it was not until 2013 when I watched the film The 

Butler that I realized the black-white tensions of my junior 

high and high school years had a much larger historical 

context. In a flash, Afros, Black Power, and clenched fists 

made sense. 

By then I had lived for 20 years in a town not much different 

from Fort Recovery.  White. Separated 11 miles from other 

races. 50 miles from other cultures. My first experience of 

those town members set the tone. They came to move us 

from our apartment. It was one block from the railroad tracks that divided the 

inner-city blacks from the rich whites of Bexley. One asked, “Are there many wool 

heads around here?” I was shocked. That would have gotten me shot in high 

school! 

Quietly, fearfully, I tried to encourage folks to see that the same world looked 

different with different skin tones. But the culture assimilated me more than I 

influenced them. I knew I was caught deep in the white world view whenever I 

attended an event that brought me into contact with other races and other 

cultures. I noticed the color. I noticed the religion. I was blind to the beauty of God’s 

diversity. 

I still have much to learn. This year I read The Warmth of Other Suns. Why had I 

never learned before of The Great Migration? Vicariously experiencing the lives of 

three Americans uprooted from their Southern roots into the Northern enclaves 

has deepened my understanding of the racial complexity in the United States. 

What has been your experience?  

Peace,



Renovation Plans Update 

 
The renovation plans are moving forward. The following steps have been taken: 

• Amanda Wilder, the Director of the New Beginnings Preschool, has agreed to move her two 

upstairs classrooms downstairs for the 2022-23 school year. She will move them this summer 

and then be re-certified by the state to use those rooms. Her moving those classes will enable 

us to renovate in the winter when more contractors are available. Furthermore, this should 

avoid the premium rates summer work commands as well as allowing us to get the renovation 

done sooner. 

• The Renovation Team contracted with Freytag and Associates to provide schematic drawings 

and cost estimates by August 7. In addition, the team prioritized the renovations so that they 

could estimate how much they could accomplish for the $500,000 we anticipate. Those 

priorities in order are: 

1. Asbestos Removal  

2. Install the three New Bathrooms in one location, not cheapest but not most luxurious 

either 

3. Air Conditioning for the Main Wing 

4. Remodel the Lounge 

5. Install Wi-Fi throughout the building 

6. Remodel the Downstairs Bathrooms – new floor, lights, toilets, and sink 

7. Upgrade the Worship Space 

8. AC in the Fellowship Hall 

• The asbestos removal will be separate from the rest of the contractor work, and St. Mark’s is 

responsible for that. We have solicited a bid to remove the asbestos ceilings and floors from 

the original building (except the sanctuary). Initial estimates indicate that it will take 3-4 

weeks to pressurize the building and to do the removal. 

• The church council voted to approve a contract with Freytag and Associates for $12,500 for 

the schematic drawings and cost estimates and has voted to call a special congregational 

meeting on August 7th for the threefold purpose of approving the renovation work to be done 

according to the Freytag estimates, to approve the contract to remove the asbestos, and to 

approve getting a construction loan. A construction loan will enable us to renovate prior to 

the end of the three-year capital campaign. 

• The process to apply for a construction loan has been started. 

 

 



What We Need from You for the Renovation to Proceed 

1. To give regularly and generously to the General Fund throughout the summer. 

Although it is typical for giving to drop off in the summer months, we will need 

to show the bank that the congregation is supporting the ongoing ministry of St. 

Mark’s while also having the pledges and gifts to pay back a construction loan. 

These are not typical loans for banks and so they need to know we can repay it. 

2. Anyone who has made a yearly pledge and who is able to donate it immediately 

is invited to do so ASAP.  

3. Monthly donors are invited to make sure they do so every month to establish 

an expected pattern of giving. 

4. Anyone who is waiting to make a pledge before they ae assured the renovation 

will  happen can greatly increase the likelihood of it happening by making a 

generous pledge and by giving it ASAP. 

5. Finally, we are anticipating making this happen within the year. If you have any 

concerns or questions, asking them sooner rather than later is helpful for your 

leaders to plan. 

 

Kid’s Against Hunger Food Packing 

When? Saturday, June 11 at 9:00 am. 

Where? At First English Lutheran Church   

Please sign up by texting, calling, or emailing. We also need cookies! 

 

 

 

Summer Worship Hours 

Sunday worship will start at 9:15 am. This will be our summer worship 

hours through September 4th, Labor Day. September 11th we will 

return to 10:15 am for worship. 

 



St. Mark’s Helps Graduates 

St. Mark’s joined the Wapakoneta Area Ministerial Association, The Naz, The 

Wapak Church, Harvest Church, and First Church in donating $500 apiece to the 

Wapakoneta City Schools for the purpose of assisting 20 graduates who are unable 

to pay their school fees. This enabled those seniors to graduate. Arron Rex, 

Superintendent of the Wapak Schools, let one of the pastors know of the need, and 

the churches responded generously and immediately.  

 

St. Mark Confirmation 

Pastor Doug & Cindy Klosterman taught catechism to the St. Mark Lutheran Church, 

Clay Township, youth for the past two years. On Sunday May 22, Abbi Brown, 

Natalie Metzger, Taylor Klopfenstein, Hayden Sell, and Trapper Elsass (from left to 

right, photo on bottom left) were confirmed by their new Pastor Cheryl 

Siegenthaler. 

 



Thank You Notes 

Dear People of St. Mark’s 

Thank you so much for helping with and donating to my fund for my study abroad trip to 

France this summer. I am so lucky to have such a wonderful and caring church family, and I will 

be proud to represent St. Mark’s when I go. No matter how far I travel, I am glad to call St. 

Mark’s my home. 

Thank you all again, 

Lauren Doll  

 

Dear Friends,  

Thank you for the cards, food, and flowers.  

God Bless. 

Shirley Wiesenmayer 

 
Thank you for recognizing me as I graduate. I plan to attend Wright State Lake this fall for 
Mechanical Engineering. I love the wooden cross and I will always remember my church 
family. 

Collin Lenhart 

 
Caleb Hicks is working towards earning his Eagle Scout rank. His Eagle project is updating 
portions of the Uniopolis Veterans park. He is coordinating several work days down at the park 
that he is asking friends. Family and his community to assist him in completing the project.  If 
you would be willing to join us on any of the following dates we would love to have the 
help.   All materials and tools will be provided.  
 
Monday 5/30 6-8pm 
Sunday 6/5 4-6pm 
Saturday 6/11 9-12pm 
Sunday 6/12 2-6pm 
 
Please meet at Uniopolis veteran’s park.  If you have any questions please call or text Caleb. 

  



 

 
 
  Preschool Graduation 2022 



Worship Services for June 

June 5  Day of Pentecost    Holy Communion Sunday 

    Acts 2:1-21  Psalm 104:24-35  John 14:8-17  

    Filled with the Holy Spirit 

The Day of Pentecost was originally a Jewish holiday for the celebration of the wheat harvest. 

Then it became a celebration of the giving of the Ten Commandments by God to Moses and the 

people of God. The dramatic coming of the Holy Spirit—fifty days after Jesus was raised from 

the dead and ten days after his ascension into heaven—begins a new way that God relates to 

God’s people. 

Bible Verse:   All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:4 

 

 

June 12  The Holy Trinity Sunday    

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31  Psalm 8   John 16:12-15  

    Knowing What You Do Not Know 

Two things are true. God is One. God is Three. Both statements are true. Both cannot be true. 

Welcome to the ambiguity of the Christian faith. 

Bible Verse: O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

   You have set your glory above the heavens.  Psalm 8:1 

 

 

June 19  2nd Sunday after Pentecost  Holy Communion Sunday / Prayers for Healing 

1 Kings 17:17–24  Psalm 22:19-28  Luke 8:26-39 

    Prayers for Healing 

We pray for healing for one another, for healing is more than a matter of the physical body. It 

is mental. It is spiritual. It is psychological. It is social. Healing is wholeness. 

Bible Verse:  Pray for one another, so that you may be healed.  James 5:16 

 

 

June 26  3rd Sunday after Pentecost   Youth Sunday / Pastor Doug on Vacation  

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 Psalm 16  Luke 9:51-62 

How differently do the youth see this world?  

How differently do they experience God?  

Bible Verse: You show me the path of life.  Psalm 16:11 



  9:15am TSC Video Taping 

 
  

   

  7:00 pm Council  





 

Sunday @ 

9:15 AM  

5-Jun 12-Jun 19-Jun 26-Jun 

South Door 

Opener 

Bob & Shirley 

Wiesenmayer 

Willie & 

Judy 

Winter 

Amanda & 

Corrin 

Wilder 

Jillian Price 

West Door 

Opener 

Chris Sorensen Jeanne 

Clark 

Carol Rogers Nate Garber, 

Ethan Dickey 

Communion 

Assistant 

Jeanne Clark, 

Howard Garber 

x Jen & Rich 

Garber 

x 

Bulletin 

Distributor 

Courtney & 

Mike Burton 

Jeremy & 

Hannah 

Dickey 

Bob & 

Doreen 

Kinninger 

Kerrigan 

Lenhart, 

Collin 

Lenhart 

Reader Courtney 

Burton 

Dustin 

Jeanneret 

Paul Rogers Ryan Price, 

Ella Price 

Song Leader Kristin Doll Jen Garber Julie Miars 

Golden 

Kaylee 

Dickey, 

Gabby 

Raney,      

Lyla Wilder 

Sound Tech  Chad Doll Rod Metz JP Metz Nathan Doll 

Fellowship  Tina Waltz Jenny 

Garber 

Ruth Doll  Amanda 

Schmerge 

Who Does What? 



 

Saturday @ 5:00 

PM 

  
  

 

  4-Jun 11-Jun 18-Jun 25-Jun 

Door Opener Sandy 

Swaney 

Dianne 

Knipp 

Laura 

Heitz 

Mike Burton 

Bulletin 

Distributor 

Danny 

Shoemaker 

Anne 

Grove 

Gloria 

Headapohl 

Courtney 

Burton 

Communion 

Server 

Betty Elsass,     

Mark 

Swaney 

Sue 

Jeanneret,     

Dianne 

Knipp 

Laura 

Heitz,      

Lowell 

Headapohl 

Barb 

Srisongkham, 

Shelley Koch 

Reader Mark 

Swaney 

Sue 

Jeanneret 

Anne 

Grove 

Shelley Koch 

Altar Flowers Open Open Open Open  

Altar Guild Rebecca 

Jeanneret 

Kim Harter Delani 

Harter 

  

 

 

In Person Worship Attendance & Virtual Worship Streaming Views 

 

 

 

 

Date Church 
Year 

Saturday 
Attendance 

Sunday 
Attendance 

Streaming 
Views 

Sunday 
School 

May 1   37 61 41 18 

May 8  
 

25 54 43 15 
May 15 
May 22 

 
29 
19 

54 
47 

26 
47 

12  



St. Mark’s Church Council Minutes – March 10, 2022 

Tina Waltz called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm 

Members Present: Tina Waltz, Chris Sorensen, Mike Burton, Laura Heitz, JP Metz, Mark Swaney 

and Pastor Doug Pretorius. 

Opening Prayer/Devotion: Pastor Doug shared a reading from Luke 6:43-49 and then led us in 

opening prayer. 

Motto/Mission/Vision: St. Mark’s Motto, Mission, and Vision were read in unison by all in 

attendance. 

Secretary’s Report: February 10, 2022 Council Meeting minutes prepared by Chris Sorensen 

were reviewed. JP Metz made a motion to accept the revised minutes. Mike Burton seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Mark Swaney presented the Income/Expense Report and Balance Sheet. 

Mike Burton made a motion to accept the revised report. JP Metz seconded. Motion carried. 

- Mike Burton made a motion for $10,412.57 be reclassified from the Memorial Fund to 

the Capital Improvement Fund bringing the balance to $15,000. Recent Kairos bill of 

$3,180.43 be paid out of that fund and any future Kairos bills be paid from there. Mark 

Swaney second. Motion passes, all in favor. 

- Pastor Doug made a motion to move Covid 19 Relief fund amount $1,050 be moved to 

friends in need dedicated fund. JP Metz seconded. Motion passes, all in favor.  

- JP Mets made a motion to remove unused line 34 on the dedicated accounts list. Mike 

Burton seconded. Motion passes, all in favor.  

- Finance Committee meeting scheduled for March 14, Council suggested to liaison that 

committee reviews dedicated accounts and cleans up unused lines and such. 

New Business:  

- Capital Appeal:  

o Early Giving Event March 11 @ The Galloway 

o Capital Appeal Kick off Weekend March 12-13 

o Pledge Cards March 26-27 

o Celebration Weekend April 2-3 

- Midweek Lenten Services – Excellent job by all so far. Discussed plans for remaining 

dates and make sure remaining assignees are ok with doing the work asked of them. 

- Strategic Plan was reviewed. Motion by JP Metz that council adopts the plan. Second by 

Mark Swaney. Motion passes, all in favor.  

- Congregational member Bob Wiesenmayer recommends the church makes a donation 

to the people of the Ukraine in the amount of $2,000.  

o Mark Swaney makes a motion to the S.A.R.A. funds collected in the amount of 

$3,230.32 and donate this to the Lutheran World Relief Fund for Eastern 



European Disaster Response. Goal is for money to assist the women and children 

displaced from the Ukraine. Seconded by Chris Sorensen. Motion passes, all in 

favor. 

 

Old Business: 

- Not much change in Thelma Hunlock’s health and ability to work. Pastor Doug made a 

motion that Thelma Hunlock’s job responsibilities as financial secretary be moved to Kaley 

Schnarre so that Kaley Schnarre can record all income and prepare checks for distribution. 

So further move that Finance Committee Chair, Paul Rogers, sign all checks prepared by 

Kaley Schnarre and that Council Treasurer, Mark Swaney, be added as a second signatory 

on the church checking account. Seconded by Laura Heitz. Motion passes, all in favor.  

- Synod Assembly June 3-4, 2022 need 3 delegates, Pastor Doug and a male and female 

delegate.  

o Motion by Pastor Doug to accept Mark Swaney and Laura Heitz as lay delegates 

for the Synod Assembly. Seconded by JP Metz. Motion passes, all in favor.  

 

Committee Updates: Nothing additional reported. 

Church Locking Schedule: Not addressed 

Next Council meeting date: April 21, 2022   

Adjournment/Closing Prayer: Motion to adjourn Mike Burton. Second by Pastor Doug.  

The meeting was closed @ 8:39 pm with the praying of the Lord’s Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted by, 

Chris Sorensen 

 

  



Worship & Music Committee Meeting Minutes 
April 27, 2022  5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Members present – Melissa Grunden, J.P. Metz, Barb Srisongkham, Pastor Doug Pretorius, Julie 
Miars Golden 
 
Opening Prayer was offered by Chair, Julie Miars Golden.  Old business began with an update 
on the servicing of the organ this past month, which needs to include a battery replacement 
every 5 years.  Melissa requested that it be done every 4 ½ years, to stay on the safe side, 
because the memory settings are lost if the battery fails.  JP reported that the blinking green 
light indicates that the battery is losing strength.  Julie suggested that this be added to the 
church secretary’s calendar for future reference.  
 
Present worship practices were discussed, with requests for feedback, additions, adaptations or 
deletions, while also considering the online component of worship. Some thoughts about the 
different Canticles of Praise were shared, as well as using the “Hymn setting” for the summer 
worship services.  It was noted that services averaging 60 minutes seems to be a good norm to 
continue, while noting that some Saturday attendees appreciate a 45-50 minute service. 
 
Lenten services feedback was overall positive.  People enjoyed good variety and more members 
were involved. Meals and fellowship were enjoyed. Suggestions from members included that it 
was challenging to be in charge of food/clean-up and get service started. A couple voiced that 
they would have liked their committee to have convened more than just one week before.  
Another member voiced we should do it again, but not in back-to-back year, because 
participation could fizzle out.  It was discussed that themed skits could be used for next 
Advent/Lent.  Julie offered to order some on perusal. 
 
New business began with discussion of the summer worship schedule.  It was determined that 
one service will be offered at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday, and Saturday will be offered still at 5:00 p.m.  
Pastor inquired if we should offer fellowship refreshments during the summer months. It was 
agreed that even if the number is fewer, that small groups are ways people connect so it should 
be offered throughout the summer.  JP asked if cookies/doughnuts/coffee will be available 
prior to service once the renovations are complete and was agreed that it would be considered, 
since that would foster connections for people who arrive early to worship. 
 
Pastor reported that he confirming the youth at Clay Township St. Mark’s on May 22, so JP 
Metz will lead the service at Wapak St. Mark’s with Flower the Clown providing the sermon on 
that Youth Sunday.  His vacation will be June 20-26 and Sept. 13-20, with other dates still to be 
determined.  Julie requested that sub pastors be secured now, since they are not readily 
available. 
 
Julie requested that an additional microphone be ordered for the song leaders to use, since the 
present ones used on the head are too large for several people.  JP noted that the lectern 
microphones for readers must be pulled toward the center and not left out wide, so that it 
reduces feedback and people can be heard better. 



 
Pastor Doug asked for thoughts regarding surveying members about how they would like to 
receive communication.  Some people prefer text, some email, some print forms.  It was noted 
that many people may not respond to a survey, but definitely thought worth exploring, since it 
seems many do not read emails. 
 
2019 was the last instance of a Time & Talents sign-up.  The present sheet listing ways to serve 
at church is 2-sided.  It was discussed that people sign up to greet, read, distribute bulletins and 
stop reading further.  It was offered that perhaps we try something different and have a sign-up 
sheet for just one or two categories (Property, Fellowship, Committees, Visitation etc.) and pass 
that sheet 3 weeks in a row, so as to reach more people.  It was agreed that few fill out forms 
mailed in the newsletter and then return to church office.  Julie invited everyone to review and 
note any deletions that they think should be made.  The consensus was that this would not be 
pursued until fall. 
 
The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next meeting is August 10, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. in the church lounge. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Julie Miars Golden 
 

  



St. Mark’s Church Council Minutes for the April 21, 2022, Meeting 

Members Present:  Tina Waltz, Mike Burton, JP Metz, Laura Heitz, Pastor Doug.  Chris Sorensen 
and Mark Swaney were excused. 

The Opening Devotion was John 20: 19-21, and it concluded with prayer. 

St. Mark’s Motto, Mission, and Vision Statements were read in unison. 

Secretary’s Report:  The March 10, 2022, minutes were presented. Mike Burton made a motion 
to accept and JP Metz seconded.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Finance Committee had not met.   

The Capital Appeal Update and Plan:   

• The Pledges to date are $456,920. 

• Tim Johnson reminds us that it is important to continue to update the congregation 
regularly and to remind them that we will continue to accept additional pledges & gifts. 

• The next steps to implement the renovations. 
o Finance Committee meets May 9th to determine how much we have to work with. 
o The Renovation Committee meets May 10th with Freytag & Associates to begin the 

process for setting the blueprints. 
o The Council meets May 12th to set the next congregational meeting dates and the 

construction schedule. 
Strategic Plan Goals: 
There was a brief review of what we learned from the Mission Assessment Plan and 
Community Leaders Gathering discoveries.   We discussed who, what, where and when can St. 
Mark’s implement Mission Wapak activities in the Community. For May we will participate in 
the Marriage Weekend Event with five other churches.  Although several suggestions were 
made for some summer activities where our time and talents best can help the Wapakoneta 
community, no decision was made at this time. 

Mission Wapak: 
St. Mark’s, First English, Harvest Baptist, The Wapak Church, Wapak First, and Wapak Naz have 
united as church sponsors of “From Here to There.” This is a marriage weekend event featuring 
workshops, practical tips and great conversations. The event is scheduled for Friday, May 13th, 
7-9pm and Saturday May 14th, from 9am-2:30pm at The Wapak Church, 14871 Fox Ranch Road. 
Each church is donating $75.00 in restaurant gift cards as door prizes.  Laura Heitz has 
volunteered handle purchasing the gift card for St. Mark’s. The only report submitted was from 
the Pastor. 
Pastor’s Report: 
The Past. 

• The Confirmation Retreat with four churches, 35 participants, and six youth from St. Mark’s 
went extremely well. The youth had some exceptional prayer experiences and participated 
at a high level.  

• The Lenten Midweek worship services were thoughtfully planned and prepared. I was well 
pleased at the involvement of folks who do not normally participate. I was less pleased that 
for many it was “one and done.” 



• The response to the Renewing God’s House campaign was and continues to be strongly 
positive. 

The Present: 

• Kaley Schnarre is pregnant baby girl and is due in November. The baby is healthy. 

• Betty Winemiller has left 5% of her estate ($11,600) to St. Mark’s “to be divided equally 
between the Endowment Fund and the Capital Improvement Fund.” 

• We finish up this weekend, April 24th, with the once-a-month youth and once-a-month 
children’s Sunday School. The participation has been OK with many attending at least once 
but certainly not nearly everyone every time. Alternative considerations are welcome. 

• I am seeking to see what it would cost to have new offering envelope boxes for 2022. 
Unfortunately, we have already placed the order and they have been printed with only one 
line on them for the General Fund and non-for the Capital Appeal Fund. I request guidance 
from the church council on this. 

• A time and talent update is needed. 

• I would like to see the formation of a communications team to consider: 
o Which forms of communication (bulletins, mail, email, text, conversation, verbal 

announcements) are working for individual members? 
o Which need enhanced, added, or dropped? 

The Future: 

• We need to develop a long-range plan for implementing the renovations. 

• We need to consider next steps for strategic planning. 

• I will be participating in the confirmation of five youth from St. Mark Lutheran Church, Clay 
Township, on Sunday, May 22. 

• I move that Blake Rogers be confirmed. 

• I will be preaching at New Creation Lutheran Church on Sunday, June 12, at the retirement 
service for my friend Pastor Ken Pollitz. 

• I will be on vacation from June 20-26. 

• I will be attending the Biblical Storyteller’s Conference on August 3-5, 2022. 
 
New Business: 

• Pastor Doug moves that Blake Rogers be confirmed. Mike Burton Seconded. Approved. 

• The council approved new offering boxes for 2022 that will add additional lines for “Capital 
Improvement” and for “Special Offering.” 

• The council approved the formation of a Communications Team to consider how to better 
target church members and guests according to their preferred method of communication, 
print, email, text, or web. 

• The time and talent update was referred to the Worship & Music Committee. 
 
The next meeting will be May 12th at 7:00 pm. 
The meeting closed with the praying of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tina Waltz and Pastor Doug 



St. Mark’s Church Council Minutes – May 12, 2022  

(Not yet approved.) 

Tina Waltz called the meeting to order at 6:59 pm 

Members Present: Tina Waltz, Chris Sorensen, Mike Burton, Laura Heitz, JP Metz, Mark Swaney 

and Pastor Doug Pretorius. 

Opening Prayer/Devotion: Pastor Doug shared a reading and then led us in opening prayer. 

Motto/Mission/Vision: St. Mark’s Motto, Mission, and Vision were read in unison by all in 

attendance. 

Secretary’s Report: April 21, 2022 Council Meeting minutes prepared by Tina Waltz and Pastor 

Doug were reviewed. JP Metz made a motion to accept the revised minutes. Laura Heitz 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Finance report reviewed. Discussed quarterly financial numbers and 

financial health relating to the budget. Pastor Doug to send out a letter with quarterly giving 

statements detailing renovation proposal status, budget status and appeal to generously give to 

the General Fund. Mike Burton motion to accept revised report. JP Metz seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Renovation Committee Update:  Reported by Mike Burton 

- Current pledges $463,720 

- Discussed Renovation List in order of priority with John Freytag and Associates 

and costs involved.  

- Asbestos removal responsibility of the church. Rod Metz to speak with Allied and 

schedule a review of the building and a quote for asbestos removal. 

- A tentative congregational meeting would need to be scheduled for August 7, 

2022 to approve moving forward with asbestos removal and with the project. 

- New Beginnings Preschool has been consulted with and is agreeable with the 

proposed construction timelines.  

- Committee consensus was to work with a general contractor to complete the 

project for all spaces except asbestos, which will be the responsibility of the 

Church.  

- Mike Burton has looked into approaching a bank(s) about a possible loan and 

costs to cover the costs of the project. (This is needed due to the fact that some 

pledges and donations are made over time and not all at one time before the 

project is done.)  

- Motion was made by JP Metz to hire Freytag and Associates to do the 

preliminary work for our church building renovation. This is to be paid out of the 



Capital Campaign/Appeal funds. Laura Heitz seconded. Motion passed all in 

favor. 

- Motion made by Pastor Doug and second by JP Metz to authorize the calling of a 

special congregational meeting August 7, 2022 to vote on the specific renovation 

proposal with schematic drawings and cost estimates. All in favor, Motion 

passes. 

New Beginnings annual consultation presented by Pastor Doug and Tina Waltz. Motion by Mark 

Swaney to table this discussion until next meeting. Mike Burton seconded. Motion carries.  

Pastors Report:  

The Marriage Weekend Event scheduled for May 12 and 13 was canceled since we did not 

have at least ten couples. We only had six.  

The Kids Against Hunger annual event is scheduled for June 11 at 9:00 a.m. We are requested 

to donate $1,000. We have a budget of $250 and $337 in Designated Funds to date. We need to 

raise the additional amount by Monday. May 16th. 

Committee Updates:  Worship and Music committee met. Lenten services feedback was positive. 

Organ needs servicing and battery replacement. Discussed summer worship schedule of 9:15 am 

on Sunday and 5:00 pm on Saturday.  

Motion by Mark Swaney and second by Pastor Doug to adopt the summer schedule of 9:15 am 

Sunday services June through August. Motion passes with all in favor.  

Next Council meeting date: June 9, 2022   

Adjournment/Closing Prayer: Motion to adjourn Mark Swaney. Second by JP Metz.  

The meeting was closed @ 8:09 pm with the praying of the Lord’s Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted by, 

Chris Sorensen 
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St. Mark’s Motto 

Be God’s Grace in Action 

St. Mark’s Mission 

St. Mark’s Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission by extending God’s Grace to all 

people. 

St. Mark’s Vision 

St. Mark’s will transform the Wapakoneta area and the world into a community of love 

by connecting the disconnected to God’s grace and salvation. We welcome, support, and 

care for all people. 

Pastor        Doug Pretorius  PastorDougP@gmail.com  419-512-4491 

Administrative Assistant  Kaley Schnarre  StMarksWapak302@gmail.com 

Finance Secretary    Thelma Hunlock 

Church Musician    Melissa Grunden 

Janitor       Amanda Wilder 

Technology Coordinator   Dustin Jeanneret 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

302 East Pearl Street 

Wapakoneta, OH  45895 

Office Phone:  419-738-3122 

Website:  www.StMarksWapak.Org 
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